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¥Disguised as a sister of charity, I easily obtained ﬁermission to go through the
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house and gather up a hasket of flowers for the hospital.

asked what I was doing.”
Copyright, 1913, by the Star Company.

EXT to money, professlonal erimi-
N inals regard diamonds as the most
desirahle loot of all.

Taken from thelr seltings these stones
are practically unidentifiable. TUnless a
gtone Is of unusual glze or poseesges some
marked pecullarity, not even an expert
would attempt to plck {t out from half a
dozen others of the same size with which
It had heen mingled.

YFor this reason, stolen diamonds may
be disposed of with little or no risk. Tha
burglar does not even have to sell them
to a “fence” or professlonal receiver of
stolen property, hut may dispose of his
booty {n the wholesale jewelry distriet
with impunity, unless, of course, for some
reason or other it {8 necessary for him to
keep under cover. Even then he can get
one of his pals to dispose of the stones
for him, or a “fence” will give him prac-
tically full value for them.

Then, too, diamonds appeal to the burg-
far because they are easlly carrled and
Becreted,

There was a ecriminal named Charles
Woodward who made a specialty of rob-
bing jewelry gtores. He was what la
known as & “pennyweight” thief. “Penny-
welghts" usually operate {n couples.
They enter a jewelry store, ask to see
some loose diamonds, ana while one of
them engages the attentlon of tha clerk,
the other snatches a stone from the tray
and makes off with it. In the excitement
of the pursuit which {follows, the first
“pennywelght’’ makes hls escape.

Woodward earned the name of “Charlle
the Diamond Swallower,” becausa when
caught he made a practice of actually
gwallowing his loot. Such a ruse would
bardly be feasible with any other loot than
dlamonds.

Because dinmonds are 8o highly regard-
€d in the underworld, many of the brain-
fest and most resourceful professional
criminals have devoted thelr efforts ex-
clusively to the looting of jewelry stores
and private houses where jewels In large
quantities might be expected to be found.

Very large hauls have been made by
these diamond robbers. Next to the roh-
bing of banks,| diamond robberles, per-
haps, have netted professional eriminals
more than any other species of crime,
Hundreds of thousands of dollars worth
of preclous stones have heen secured in
a single robbery. [ have made several
blg hauls of this character myself, and 1
know scores of burglars vho made a spe-
clalty of dlamond robberies who were
equally successful,

But even the diamond robber does not
make his profession pay, What he gains
by stealth and by the exercise of his in-
genulty, he loses over the gaming table
or In other forms of dissipation.

There was Dave Cummings for instance.
He was one of the most “successful”
burglars in the business. In the under-
world, he was regarded as a prince of his
trade and was the envy of all lesser
lights He divided his attention between
jewelry stores and banks.

Down In New Orleans, by a very clever
scheme, he succeeded in robbing the safe
of Schooler's jewelry store and got away
with £100,000 worth of dinmonds.

Dave's resourcefulnesa was well-lllus-
trated In this case, The store was located
In Canal street and the safe stood directly
In front of a glass door, where it was in
plain,view of a watchman who made his
rounds every hour.

. The safe was of the burglar-proof va-

rlety, and Dave flgured that it would re-
quire at least two hours work'’ to get the
best of it, For a week he studied the

layout endeavoring to work out a plan by

whict he could gel two hours' of unin-
terrupted work on the eafe. At length,
he solved the difffculty, Having gained
an entrance to the place he rigged up a
dummy safe in the rear of the store, wait-
ed untll the watchman had made hia
hourly inspection and then carefully sub-
gtituted the dummy safe for the real one,
One hour later the walchman appeared
upon the scene agaln and looked through
the glass door, but he didn't suspect for
a moment that the safe he saw was any-
thing but what it appeared to be, and all
the time Dave was husily engaged In the
rear of the store cracking the real safe,
Cummings's loot amounted to $100,000 in
this case. Somewhat later he cracked the
safe of the Firgt National Bank of Quincy,
Il, and got away with $8539,000 in cur-
rency, bonds and other securities, and
within the year he stole $400,000 from the
Falls City Bank of Loulsville, Ky., not
to mention anything of several minor dia-
mond robberies he committed in addition,
Yet all this enormous fortune, aggregat-
Ing nearly two million dollars and accumu.
lated within a little over two years, went
the way of all i{llgotten gains. Wine,
women and faro took {t. Within a few
months after the Jast of these big hauls
was made Dave was absolutely “hroke!"
If anyone imagines then that there is
comfort, or contentment to be gotten out
of the proceeds of a life of crime, this ex-
perience of Dave Cummings and similar
experlences of the hundreds of other
“successful' criminals whose stories I

am revealing ought to hanish the delusion.
No one could possibly be more ‘success-
ful” in his business than these criminals
were in theirs, and yvet their lives pointed
ever to the conclusion that CRIME DOES
NOT PAY.

Weddings offer fine opportunities for
diamond robbers, Many clever schemes
are used to get access to the room whers
the wedding presents are displayed, 1
have engineered a number of these rob-
beries, and we always got away without
being detected, although we had many
NArrow escapes.

I had been reading the papers pretty
closely in the hope of learning of some
fashionable wedding which would answer
my purpose. I saw my opportunity in the
announcement of the coming wedding of
the daughter of a very wealthy man, The
ceremony was to be performed In their
town house and the wedding presents,
said to represent a fortune, would un-
doubtedly be placed on view for the edifi-
cation of the guests. 1 knew that the
father was very much interested in
charitable works, and that, as was usual
in such cases, the flowers and rare plants
used lo decorate the house would after-
ward be sent to some hospital or similar
organization for the benefit of the In-
mates,

I followed the papers and read all I
could find about this particular wedding.
It was sald that a well-known det=clive
concern had been engaged to keep watch
on the presents, owing to the fact that
many additional waiters and servants
would be on hand and every precaution
was necessary to guard against thieves.

After the festivities are over and the
bride and groom have left the house, it is
customary in such cases for most of the
detectives to go, only one or two remain-
ing 10 keep an eye on the wedding pres-
ents untll they have been safely deposited
in the vaults,

That was the time I chose to descend

But hesides the
flowers, my nimble fingers found time to take possession of many costly
wedding gifts, which I carefully concealed in my basket of posies and in the
folds of my black robe. Suddenly, just as I was picking up a magnificent
diamond necklace, a detective stepped from behind a portiere and sternly
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upon the house and
make the haul I had
in mind, 1 dressed
myselfl up as a Ssis-
ter of charity and,
taking an assistant
with me, I called at
the house in a cab.
I asked for the
fdther of the bride
and stated that I
had been sent by the
hospital to ask for
some of the tlowers.
Permission was at
once given me to g0
through the house
and select what |1
wanted.

It looked very sim-
ple, [ went from
floor to floor picking
up flowers here and
there and handing
tbem to my assist-
ant or to one of the
gervants to CArry
down to my waliting
cab.

At length 1 came
to the room where
the gifts were dis-
played. | was aston-
feshed to find the
room was apparently unguarded, although
there were one or Lwo servants of the
house constantly passing through. I
picked up a pot or two of flowers, occa
sionally managing to get a plece of
jewelry at the same time. Suddenly my
eyes were attracted by a magnificent dia
mond necklace, 1 determined to include
it in my loot, but there were no flowers
near {t, and I was at a loss for a moment
to know how to get to it without arousing
the suspicion of any one who happened
to pass through the room,

1 waited until I thought the room was
empty and then walked holdly over to
the table on which the necklace lay. I
pieked it up and was about to conceal it
on my person when from benind a por-
tlere a man whom I at once knew to be
a detective stepped out and asked me
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- WHY CRIME DOES NOT PAY—

Famous Robberies Where Fortunes in Dia-

monds Were the Lure That Led Thieves
to Lay the Shrewdest Plans and Run

the Most Desperate Risks

the metal had been battered I succeed:
ed In disposing of the whole lot for $35,000.

Some weeks ago I told of the bank rob-
bery which 1 carried through at the re-
quest of the bank's president. He was
over $150,000 short In his accounts, and
he conceived the plan of having hls bank
robtied in order to save his own skin.

Other kinds of business besides banks
sometimes find it convenlent to resort to
similar practices,

A pood many years ago a dilamond
merchant with a place of business on
Maiden Lane called to see me and sug-
gested that [ go to his place some night
and rob his safe. 1 sald I would be glad
to accommodate him provided he would
pay the price. He was surprised at my
mention of a price, and asked me why I
wouldn't be satisfied with the proceeds of
the robbery instead of expecting an ad-
vance payment.

I told him I would not consider the job
at all unless he paid me fifteen thousand
dollars in advance, He sald that was
entirely too much for such an easy Job,

“Why, all you have to do,” he declared,
"is to get into my office, open the safe
and clean up an easy fifteen thousand
dollars worth of stones!"

Then 1 got up to go, but ne called me
back and at length agreed to my Llerms,
although he offered me a check for tLhe
amount at first, Of course, | made him
Eive me cash, and it was agreed that there
were to pe fifteen thousand dollars worth
of jewels in the safe In addition., 1 then
made nim sign a statement setting forth
our agreement and pinding him to use his
best eforts to secure our release in the
event that we were caught, 1 was Lo
return the agreement when all its terms
had been compllied with.

Within two weeks alter our talk I had

got together my lttle bank of burglars
and sale crackers and was in readiness
for the job. We went into the building
a little before closing hours in the after-
noon and secreted ourselves until the
doors had been locked.

About eleven o'clock 1 sent out one of
my band to look around. A moment later
I heard a terrible ¢rash and a weak voice
exclaiming: "Oh, don't kill me! Don't

tho largest in the city at the time. The
poor watchman was taken to the hospital,

but he was sick more from his terror than
from any injury we had inflleted on him,

He gave the police a fanciful description
of the robbers, but it was so far off from
our real description that the police never
connected us with the affair.

A few weeks after the matter had died
down we sold the jewelry to a well known
Jeweller, who used to lkeep a place on
Fourteenth street, and got four thousand
for the diamonds, although they were
worth ten thousand dollars,

Kelso was the Chief of Police at that
time, and he sent down a crowd of de-
tectives to look for the robbers. The
owner of the store told the police he had
lost several hundred thousand dollars
worth of jewelry, and of course he went
into bankruptey, his creditors never know-
ing that he was the malin thief and got
most of the loot. e got into trouble
and lost his money In Wall Street. Hence
+his desire for bankruptcey.

1 had another experience with a jewaller
who wanted a robbery perpetrated, but
not on himself. A competitor of his had
been paying too much attention to his
,wife, and he became jealous of her. He
was anxious to ruin the jeweller who was
making Inroads Into his peace of mind.
He came to me for the job, and I politely
turned him down, T had good reason at
first for doubting his sincerily in making
me the proposition, because I had my-
self robbed this jealous jeweller a few
days before, He had an {ntuilion that I
robbed him, but he eould not produce any
proof. This was in St. Louis. 1 had
met two old friends from New York City.
They had deslgns upon a jewelry house
and wanted me to go along with them.
We went Inlo the jewelry store of this
jealous husband Jjust to slze things up,
and the men with me had no intention of

taking anything that day. But while they
were talking with the proprietor I saw an
opportunity to gather in some good look-
ing pleces and accordingly took up a tray
of dlamonds without heing noticed. The
next day the papers had an account of
the robbery and nobody seemed to know
who the thieves were.

“What's the matter?” Dave demanded angrily.

“Are we going to rob this store or are

vou going to turn nurse and hold that watchman’s broken head all night?”

what 1 was doing.

I retained my self-possession,

*“What a terrible waste of money!" 1
exclaimed, holding our the necklace at
arm's length. “These vain banbles must
be worth thousands of dollars, I suppose,
and here they lie idly on this table. How
many lives the wealth they represent
might save! How much misery and suf-
fering it might avert!"

The detective gave me a searching
glance and then, as 1 lay the necklace
down agaln, he crossed himself, put his
hand in his pocket and gave me a quarter
as if to atone for what he considered his
unjust suspicions of me!

1 continued my trip through the room,
gathering flowers and jewels wherever |
could lay my hands on them, for the de-
tective, his suspicions completely dis-
armed, was no longer to be feared, and
as 1 passed the table on which the neck-
lace lay I succeeded In getting my hands
on it .igain and concealing it among the
armful of flowers | carried. Then | made
my way to the cab and drove off. .

Once in my room I quickly disposed
of the flowers and set to work preparing
the jewelry for sale to a “fence.' The
stuff was worth fully $50,000, After all
the stones were out of their settings and

kill me!"™ There was the sound of anather
heavy blow and then all was quiet,

I went out to see what the trouble was,
On the floor outside the private office
where the safe was located lay the Inert
hody of a watchman, Blood was stream
ing from his head, and Dave, the burglar
I had sent out to look around, stood over
him with a blackjack in his hand. 1 knelt
beside him and felt his pulse, but it seem-
ed to have stopped.

“WWhat's the matter, Sophie?" demanded
Dave angrily; "have you grown chlcken-
hearted? Are we going to erack this Lox,
or are you golng to turn nurse and hold
that man's head ail night?"

At length | detected signs of life in the
prostroate watehman, but T wouldn't leave
him, and made the others go on with tho
job without me,

They worked on the gafe for two hours
or so and finally got into it. They took
out everything of value and we then
skipped out. As I left the floor I threw
a pall of water oaver the unconsclous
watchman, and was relieved to see him
gather himself together as we made our
way out of the bullding.

The next day of course there was a
tremendové excitement over the robbery
of this Jeswelry house, which was one of

e

The two men were surprised at this
because It naturally put them off in their
work, and they were inclined to suspect
me, But 1 convinced them that [ could
not have taken the diamonds and they
quickly left town in disgust. The jeweller
had told about the visit of the woman
to his stors nnd T was hunted up and
taken to the siation.

The diamonds of course were not found
on me or in my apartment, because | had
already hildden them safely, and the police

«had to let me go

A few days after this a rap ceme to my
door in the evening and a nicely dressed
young man nsked permission to come into
my room. 1 did not know who he was,
and told him 1 could not permit such a
thing; I had been put out of a hotel (n
another city beecause I allowed men to
vigit my room, and 1 did not want ta have
the same thing happen here. The yvoung
man went off, and a few days after 1 left
St. Louls. A month later I met this
young man in Chleago and he eame up
to me and bowed, He said he was tho
owner of the jewelry store that had been
robbed, and after a little round about talk
he asked me to go back with him to St.
Louis. I asked him what he wanted that
for, and he then suggested that ! rob his

|
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competitor,. He said he had suffered a
considerable loss, and it was only fair
that his competitor should be placed on
even terms with him, I was quite young
at that time, and did not dare take up
such a proposition as this, for I had found
that when things are made easy for you
there is something bad going to happen
to you later on. So I would not take a
chance with the dlamond merchant. A
year later T was back in St. Louls and
learned the true state of affairs; how the
competitor was flirting with this man's
wife and how finally the whole matter'
went Into the divorce court for adjust-
ment. While I was there I met the
jeweller, and he told me he would soon
be free from his wife and asked me to
marry him. 1 had to decline,

Some years ago when I was summering
at Nice, I had an experience which afforded
me a lot of satisfaction, [ found out
afterward that 1 had stolen a march on
Mrs., Helen Gardner, ‘alins Lady Temble,
the notorious English swindler .and confi-
dence woman, 2

One of the fine jewelry shops for which
this resort is famous had a diamond
bracelet which I coveted more than I
ever did any other piece of jewelry. It
was a magnificent thing—but the price
was entirely beyond my means, AL last
1 decided that if I could not get it by
falr means I would by foul.

One morning | was standing in this
store pretending to be looking at some
rings, but really watching for an oppor-
tunity to get my hands on Lhat bracelet,
when the woman who later proved to be
Mrs. Gardner, alias Lady Temple, en-
tered, She was a tall, beautiful brunette
—gowned in the most expensive fashion.

I was attracted not only by her striking
appearance but also by the sly way she
had of taking everything in from the cor-
ners of her eyes without seeming to bhe
looking. This, and some other familiar
mannerisms made me jump to the con-
clusion that she was either a high-class
thief or a detective. -

This woman took up a position just be-
hind me, and, although T could not sea
her, something told me that she was
watching my every movement with more
than passing Interest. I was just on the
point of abandoning my plans for the
bracelet when, to my great rellef, she fin-
ished her errand and left the store.

As the door closed behind her my long
awaited opportunity came. The galesman
who wns showing me the rings was called
away for a minute, leaving me all alons
in the front of the store. ;

He had careleesly left the showcasa
open. Thera in full view lay the brace-
let—the bracelet for which my fingers
fairly itched! Could I reach it?

There was not a second to lose. I
ralsed myself on tiptoe, bent my body for-
ward over the broad showcase and
reached my right hand down into the
opening at the back. By streiching my
arm until the muscles ached my fingers
barely touched the bracelet, ¢

Another mighty stretch, and my hand
closed over it. More quickly than It takes
to tell I drew my arm back and hid the
preclous plunder in my sleeve. [ was not
an Instant too soon, for the salesman re-
turned before I fairly had time to resume
the normal attitude of an honest customaer.

I was so excited and jubllant that [ felt
ke running all the wav to the hotal.
The bracelet was easily worth $5,000, and
I knew that the minute its loss was dls-
coverad there would bhe a great hue and
cry. So I hid the costly trinket in a jar
of face ecream and prepared to seclude my-
gelf in my room under pretense of sleke
ness until the exeitement had time to
blow over.

To my delight no detectives came to
disturb my solitude and the only news [
got of the robbery was from the long ac-
counts the newspapors printed. Soon I
thought it safe to recover my health and
g0 out again. On the first day I ven-
tured downstalra whom should T meet In
the hotel parlors but the same woman [
had seen in thn Jewelry store.

My guflty knowledge of that bracelet
In the cold cream jar upstairs made me
inelined to aveold her. 8he, however,
plainly showed her anxlety to make my
acquaintance, and at the first apportunity
failrly foreed a conversation. 1 #oon saw
that she was no detective, but just who
sha was—where she got her monsy and
what she was doinz at Nice--long re-
mained a mystery to me

But although diamond robberies frequent.
l¥ net big returns, even the ‘nost expert
professional eriminals who have (cllowed
this line of work have Invariably fouad'_
that their auccess i3 short-lived—and thatf
CHIME DOES NOT PAY.

SOPHIE LYONS,
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